


2012 NYSAEYC Conference Schedule/Buffalo
Revised 2/17/12 (updates will be posted periodically-check back)

April 19, Thur 5 – 6:30 	Exhibit Hall Grand Opening &Reception 
		6:30 – 7:30	“Welcome to Buffalo” Networking Dinner
		7:30 – 8:30	Keynote Speaker: Luis Hernandez (1 training hour)

April 20, Fri	7:00-8:00	Early Bird Sessions (1 training hour)
		8:15-8:30	Annual Meeting
		8:30 – 10:00 	Plenary Session w/ Amy Dombro (1 ½ training hours)
		10:30 – 12:00	Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
		12:00-1:15	Exhibit Showcase – Lunch
		1:30-3:00	Highlighted Speaker: Jenna Bilmes
				Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
		3:15 – 4:45	Highlighted speaker: James Thomas, Ed.D.
Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
		6:00 pm	10th Annual Champions for Children Awards Ceremony & Dinner

April 21, Sat	6:45-7:45	Early Bird Sessions (1 training hour)
		8:00-9:30	Keynote w/ Lilian Katz, Ph.D. (1 ½ training hours)
		9:45-11:15 	Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
		11:15-12:45	Exhibit Showcase - Lunch
		12:45-2:15	Highlighted speaker: James Thomas, Ed.D.
Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
		2:30-4:00	Sessions (1 ½ training hours)
4:30-5:00	Tour of Buffalo Museum of Science (see page 30 of this document)
 (1 ½ training hours) 
	
Thursday Evening - Opening Keynote Speake		   	
REFRESHING, RECHARGING, RECONNECTING: Best Practices are the Pathways to Quality!
Luis Hernendez, ECE Specialist, Advocate, resides in Kentucky
Join us for an interactive session to refresh our passions for the essence of our work with children and families.   It will recharge teaching practices with a new sense of purpose and direction.  It will reconnect us with each other to achieve the important work that aims for excellence in every day interactions.

Friday Morning - Plenary Session					
Panelists: Amy Dombro, Author of Powerful Interactions; Sherry Cleary, Executive Director, NYC Professional Development Institute at CUNY and Co-chair NY ECAC; and Meg McNiff (invited), Project Coordinator, NYS Education Department and the Office of Children and Family Services
Child development is the foundation of everything we do and every decision we make as early childhood practitioners.  It is this foundation that determines what it is practitioners need to know and be able to do and what our early learning and development programs need to look like.  In this plenary session the New York Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) will introduce the newly developed 0-5 Early Learning Guidelines.  Panelist will discuss how these guidelines were developed, how they are intended to be used and how these guidelines support the many new initiatives, including the Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core, the revised Core Body of Knowledge and QualitystarsNY, as New York continues to build a comprehensive and coordinated early childhood system.  

Friday Morning – Follow Up Session with Amy Dombro
Looking Deeper into Powerful Interactions   			
Amy Dombro, Author of Powerful Interactions, resides in New York City
How do you make Powerful Interactions part of your daily practice? You talk with others and take the discussion to a higher level.  You hash out ideas with colleagues…your mind starts to click……you pull the ideas apart…you find out what really makes sense to you in your quest to better serve the children in your care.
This facilitated follow-up to the discussion of Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend their Learning, by author Amy Laura Dombro, will be the focus of an interactive, explorative, and meaningful look at how you can Be Present, Connect and Extend Learning. We will document our work together and create a publication that you will receive after the conference.  So…make haste and join us for a session that will surely heighten your “Powerful Interactions.”  This seminar is supported by collaborations between RAEYC, the Rochester City School District, Children’s Institute, the Early Childhood Education Quality Council, the Council of Childcare Administrators and the Early Educators’ Network of Greater Rochester.

Friday Afternoon - Highlighted Speaker 
"Help! I Can't Control Myself": Moving Toward a Resiliency-Based Approach to Help Children Move Peacefully Through Their Day					
Jenna Bilmes, Teacher, Director, Consultant, Author of Beyond Behavior Management: The Six Skills Children Need to Thrive in Today’s World, resides in California.
Why do kids do the things they do? What can teachers do to manage it all? The truth is that there isn’t a simple 1-2-3 method for understanding and managing all behaviors or all children. There is, however, a way to give young children the tools needed to grow and thrive on their own. Developed and tested in the classroom, Beyond Behavior Management is a strength-based approach to guiding and managing young children’s behavior by helping them build and use essential life skills.

Friday Afternoon - Highlighted Speaker 
Ready to Read								
James Thomas, Ed.D., Teacher, Professor, “Professional Master” Texas Trainer, resides in Texas
Early literacy, what children need to know about reading and writing before they actually learn to read and write, is crucial to success. Participants will learn about the six early reading skills, how they relate to brain development, and basic ways to integrate them into daily life. Participants will be able to define the meaning of “early literacy”; list the six essential early literacy skills and describe ideas to incorporate them into daily routines; practice ways to read picture books that dramatically increase language development; and understand and apply the dialogic reading method when sharing a picture book.  (Participants are requested to bring a picture book.)

Saturday Morning – Keynote Speaker
Building a Good Foundation: Abstract				
Lilian Katz, Ph.D., Professor, Author of Intellectual Emergencies: Some Reflections on Mothering and Teaching, resides in Champaign, Illinois
Education in the early years is best focused on developing answers to at least three basic questions: What should be learned? When should it be learned? And How infancy is best learned? The answers will be discussed in terms of the distinctions between academic and intellectual goals, other aspects of development as well as the importance of the teacher’s role in the development of social competence in the early years. Some examples of good foundational practices will be shown.

Saturday Morning – Highlighted Speaker
Language Play for Infants (newborn to 12 months)			    
James Thomas, Ed.D., Teacher, Professor, “Professional Master” Texas Trainer, resides in Texas
The fast-paced program may be replicated using the same or adapted sequence at home or in a child care environment.  Participants will learn ways of organizing a setting that will be age-appropriate; providing content that will maintain interest and engage little ones; sharing activities such as songs, body movement, and books; and encouraging exercise and signing activities.   (Participants are requested to bring a teddy bear and blanket.)                           
Listing of Workshop Sessions for the NYSAEYC Conference 2012
(Additional sessions will be added and time slots will be indicated asap.  Check back)

Caring for Children: Choosing to Make It a Professional Career			
Doreen Aristy, Childcare Teacher/Educator, Self Employed, Homer, NY
Child care providers will learn how and why they should become professionals in the field of early education, engaging in a home childcare business includes more than caring for children. This workshop will show you how to grow from babysitter to professional child care educator.

Family Child Care Credential Informational Session
Doreen Aristy, Group Family Child Care Owner, Homer, NY
NYSAEYC launches its NEW Family child Care Credential that is a process for the provider, not the program or site, to demonstrate competence and be recognized statewide. Come and find out about the process and be some of the first in the state.

Collaborative Classrooms: Maximizing the Paraprofessional’s Role in Play and Assessment	
Larry Ashley, Ed.D., Chair/Associate Professor, Mercy College, Dobbs Ferry, NY
Elena Nitecki, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mercy College, Dobbs Ferry, NY
This presentation will explore ways in which collaborative classrooms meet the needs of young children, specifically pertaining to play and assessment. Specific strategies to maximize the paraprofessional’s role in these crucial areas will be examined.

Children Learn Through Their Senses – Brain Development in Early Childhood
Angela Atwell, Disability/Mental Health Specialist, AgriBusiness Child Development, Albion, NY
Tammy Schollard, Early Childhood Education Specialist, AgriBusiness Child Development, Albion, NY
Using information from PITC (Program for Infant/Toddler Care) and NCAST Promoting First Relationships, this session will focus on the importance of nurturing relationships in early brain development. Discoveries of early childhood as well as windows of opportunity will be explored.

Parent Communication-Building Bridges Between Early Childhood and Home
Marilyn Ballard, Education Supervisor, Child Care Resource Center, Buffalo, NY
A strong relationship between families and caregivers is the cornerstone of a quality program. Often times providers feel unappreciated and taken advantage of. We will be exploring ways both families and providers feel valued and respected. You will leave having the tools to immediately use in your program to begin building those bridges between your program and home.

Creating a Positive and Successful Environment for Children with Special Needs       
Gina Barber, Legally Exempt Inspector, Child Care Council, Rochester, NY		
Integrating children with special needs into your program is a rewarding experience, but can also be very challenging. Join us as we discuss practical ways that you can create a positive and successful environment for ALL children in your program.

Continuous Professional Development: A Partnership with Child Care Centers, A College of Education, A Community Agency, and the Business Community			         	
Mary Ellen Bardsley, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Niagara University, Lewiston, NY
Lynnette Haley, Director, Niagara Quality Improvement Project, United Way of Greater Niagara, Niagara Falls, NY
A model of staff development from the Niagara County Early Child Care Quality Improvement project will be shared. Participants will learn about the model that includes an ongoing professional development course, periodic one day workshops, and the development of individualized quality improvement plans. Participants will view and discuss examples and share their own experiences brainstorming resources.

Technology: A Primary Essential				
Karen Baxter, UPK Teacher, South Lewis CSD, Turin, NY
Technology is becoming an integral part of every classroom. The workshop will consist of ideas, strategies, and programs that will help implement technology and explore technology as a way for teachers to present and teach in a different approach.

Bridging School and Home Successfully Communicating With Families of All Levels
Bridgid Beames, Head of School, Namaste Montessori School and Day Care, Ithaca, NY
Understanding different styles of communicating, practical strategies for communication with families, how to handle sharing difficult information about a child with a family, and more.

What Kids Learn From Blocks – Beginning Teachers and Assistants
Bridgid Beames, Head of School, Namaste Montessori School and Day Care, Ithaca, NY			
A hands-on workshop exploring: 1) the developmental stages of block play 2) how blocks can be used to teach concepts in math, language, science, motor skills and more 3) How to communicate what children are learning from block play to parents and caregivers. Leave today with activities you can use in your classrooms tomorrow. An electronic lesson book and reproducible parent handout will be provided to all attendees.

What Everyone Needs to Know About Sexuality Development   
Pat Beck, Professional Development Director, Child Care Solutions, Syracuse, NY 
Most early childhood professionals can tell you the age range when a child should be able to walk or to skip but can they tell you when a child should understand gender stability? Why don’t we readily know these milestones? Come learn more about sexual development so you will be able to know how to answer questions about sexual development the next time you are asked.
         
Adult Learning is Different!						
Pat Beck, Professional Development Director, Child Care Solutions, Syracuse, NY          
Humans use many different learning styles and while some prefer a hands-on approach others want to use their auditory senses. But the biggest difference is not so much in the style of learning but in the age of the learner. This session will explore the ways adults learn and how you can be a more effective adult educator.

How to Provide Quality Infant Care Using Assessment, Curriculum and Transitions
Donna Benedyk, Lead Teacher, University at Buffalo Childcare, Buffalo, NY
Tanya Bennett, Lead Teacher, University at Buffalo Childcare, Buffalo, NY
Through assessment, curriculum and transitions we will show how you can provide quality infant care. We will provide you with the tools to get started.

The Domino Effect: Embracing Change as a Teacher and a Leader       
Dana Benzo, Project Coordinator, Birth-8 Professional Development Project, NYC Early Childhood PDI-CUNY, NYC, NY
Liege Motta, Senior Learning Specialist, NYC Early Childhood PDI-CUNY, NYC, NY
Professional change is always a difficult process. It takes time; requires focus and intentionality, flexibility, commitment, and consistency; and exposes vulnerabilities. This will be an interactive session, where we will explore all aspects of change, especially those related to trust, collaboration, and reciprocity, both in general and based on the specific challenges the participants may bring.

Inspirations From Across the Ocean with Implications to Promote Playful Learning in Your Program
Mira Tetkowski Berkley, Ph.D., Associate Professor & Department Chair, Curriculum & Instruction, College of Education, SUNY Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Come and see how some early childhood programs in Italy and Wales promote children’s learning through play by carefully designing environments, using natural and found materials, viewing curriculum as “collaborative explorations”, and documenting and articulating the importance of playful learning. Strategies to implement these ideas in your program will be shared.

Fearless Art for Preschool Teachers				
Ruth Ellen Berninger, Lead Teacher, Samaritan Rensselaer Children’s Center, Troy, NY     
Amanda Sitcer, Lead Teacher, Samaritan Rensselaer Children’s Center, Troy, NY            
This is a hands-on workshop for fearless preschool teachers who want to move way beyond crafts with paper plates. Bring your imagination!

Good, Better, Best – Customer Service Can Never Rest!  			
Jenna Bichler, Operations Coordinator, Edukids, Inc., West Seneca, NY
Child care is a business and it is important to make all of our customers happy. This workshop focuses on communication and other keys to customer service.

Sign Language: Improving Language and Lessening Frustrations
Sara Bingham, Founder, WeeHands, Division of Parenting Productions, Ltd, Brooklin, Ontario
The benefits of using American Sign Language (ASL) with all young children include improved vocabulary development, increased interest in books, improved child/caregiver attachment and fewer challenging behaviors. Learn signs, songs and language development strategies in this fun, functional session.

Supervision with a Heart: Striking a Personnel/Personal Balance
Susan Block, Executive Director, Child Care Resource Center, Buffalo, NY
Given the many different personalities and situations that arise on the job, creating an organization where employees can count on fair and consistent treatment is challenging. This workshop deals with the delicate balance between upholding organizational policies while insuring respectful supervisory relationships.

Directors As Leaders: Enhancing Program Quality Through High Quality Leadership
Susn Block, Executive Director, Child Care Resource Center, Buffalo, NY
Priscilla Maddock, Director, Westminster Child Care, Buffalo, NY
This panel discussion will introduce participants to the Western New York “Directors As Leaders” quality improvement initiative, a collaborative effort to provide professional development opportunities specifically for child care administrators. Results of the 2011 WNY Early Childhood Compensation Survey will be distributed and discussed. Participants will also learn how to create and sustain a local “Directors As Leaders” chapter.

Top 10 Ways to Turn Off Your Audience! 			
Jill Boeck, Director of Education, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
We have all been to “those trainings”…you know…the one where the presenter doesn’t speak loud enough, the power points more distracting than beneficial. In sharing the top ten pitfalls of facilitating successful training, we will explore how to overcome them to facilitate engaging and meaningful content to providers.

Movement Across the Curriculum: Teaching Early Learning Standards Through Movement
Sharon Boggs, Founder, Rhythm and Moves, Burlingame, CA  
Hear the latest information about the brain, movement and learning and how it pertains to you and your children. Experience lessons and activities that utilize the latest brain research by including movement throughout the activity. Discover how to adhere to the movement guidelines as set forth by NASPE and how these same lessons can address early childhood learning standards. Learn basic movement skills that also aid with classroom management. It will definitely be a moving experience!

Connecting the Predictors of Reading Success with the 5 Math Strands 	
Carmen Sherry Brown, Ed.D., Early Childhood Program Manager, Read to Succeed Buffalo, Buffalo, NY
Teachers play an important role in preparing, supporting, and guiding preschool children in discovering and learning literacy and math concepts. Participants will be given methods and activities that will assist children in connecting both concepts.

Cooperative Games and Activities			
Jane Brown, Executive Director, Child Care Resources of Rockland, Inc., Spring Valley, NY
Move and groove for the full 90 minutes of this workshop. Come ready to practice activities for preschool and/or school age children. Some theory and discussion – mostly active play!

Advancing Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Strategies for Exploration, Implementation and Documentation											3 hour	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kathy Burton, Early Childhood Consultant, QualityStars & Co-owner of Kaleidoscope: Changing Views of Early Education, Churchville, NY
Jeanne Loysen, Ed.D., Early Childhood Consultant, Early Childhood Educational Quality Council, Rochester, NY
This workshop will discuss Developmentally Appropriate Practice through the vehicle of observation, assessment and curriculum planning. By using the inspiration of the Reggio and Project Approaches in your early childhood classroom participants will enjoy active learning as we explore, implement and document.

How Do You Make Powerful Interactions Part of Your Daily Practice? 
Kathy Burton, Early Childhood Consultant, Rochester AEYC, Rochester, NY
You talk with others and take the discussion to a higher level. This facilitated follow-up to the discussion of Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend their Learning, by author Amy Laura Dombro, will be the focus of an interactive, explorative, and meaningful look at how you can Be Present, Connect and Extend Learning. We will document our work together and create a publication that you will receive after the conference.

Using the New NYS Early Learning Guidelines to BE the Teacher YOU Want to Be	
Jennifer Butch, Senior Learning Specialist, NYC EC Professional Development Center, NYC, NY
Knowing and being able to recognize the complex process of human development allows the early childhood educator to better appreciate children as the unique individuals that they are. Using the recently issued NYS Early Learning Guidelines as a tool to support our observations, we will analyze the development of children through video clips and then brainstorm appropriate learning experiences to facilitate the growth of children.

Going Beyond the Regulations for Infant & Toddler Care		
Kristin Cadro, Infant Toddler Specialist, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Participants will consider the rationales behind state regulations and explore ways to provide the highest quality of care for infants and toddlers through peer dialogue and small group activities.


The Impact of International Teaching		    	       
Nicki Calabrese, Coordinator, Early Childhood Education, Canisius College, Buffalo, NY
This presentation will outline a successful international teaching experience in Spain. It will include important components before, during and after the experience.

Montessori: I Bet You Already Do It!             		
Claudine Campanelli, Supervisor, CA Technologies/CA Montessori Children’s Center, Islandia, NY
Randi Ellenport, Lead Teacher, CA Technologies, Islandia, NY
Learn more about the Montessori theory and practice at the infant/toddler level. This presentation will emphasize the original AMI (Association Montessori Internationale) Curriculum in relation to the NAEYC criteria.

The Importance of Health, Safety and the Nutrition of Young Learners
Sereeta Cantres, CDA Instructor/Preschool Teacher, ValMyr Group/The House of Little People Too, NYC, NY
Calvin SpannAdjunct Professor, New Jersey City University, Jersey City, NJ
Three components contribute to the success of young learners: health, safety and nutrition. Learn to create a healthy classroom by doing an exercise routine; create a safe classroom by reviewing a safety checklist and promote nutrition in the classroom by reviewing the new USDA food guidelines with the food plate diagram.

Engaging Parents Where They Are: A Toolkit for Early Care Professionals on Working with Parents Experiencing Depression and Other Difficulties			
Regina Canuso, Project Manager, NYS Early Childhood Advisory Council, Rensselear, NY
How best do early care and learning professionals engage parents when parents are going through difficult circumstances (depression, stress, violence) that could challenge your ability to engage them? This workshop will help you gain some strategies to be more effective in reaching out to parents “where they are” so you could partner with them in growing healthy children who are ready to learn.

Evolution of a Unit of Study							
Elizabeth Carlson, Head Teacher, Hollingworth Preschool, Teachers College, Columbia University, NYC, NY
After units of study like Monet’s Gardens at Giverny and the National Parks, a preschool teacher offers a self- reflection of the development of a curriculum that offers students an opportunity to take on a “New York state of mind”, exploring the process of taking an idea and its potential and moving into the reality of what is possible.

Hands on Art: What is it? How Do You Document It?		
Marie Carpenter, Head Teacher, Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center, Mayville, NY
In this interactive presentation, participants will learn about hands on art. Participants will also discuss how to document the art process and will use the knowledge gained from this discussion to create a documentation panel geared towards families.


Sensory Integration Ideas for the Classroom
Katie Cartwright, Director, Monarch Little Learners Academy, Lackawanna, NY
Mary Jo Wallace, Assistant Director, Monarch Little Learners Academy, Lackawanna, NY
The intent is to give ideas for appropriate sensory integration activities to prepare students / engage students in learning.  The training will help teachers work with children with sensory disorders / disabilities.  Hands-on training.

The Montessori Connection/Nurturing Authentic Learning in Outdoor Classrooms			
Christine Casalini, Teacher, CA Technologies, Islandia, NY
Angela Ueshiro, Teacher, CA Technologies, Islandia, NY
The object of this workshop is to provide the audience with a comprehensive overview of Montessori theory and establish its relevancy to current educational practice through nature. Participants will learn to apply Montessori concepts of education, to engage children in authentic learning experiences, to encourage pro-social behavior and independence, and to develop lifelong learning skills through exploration, discovery, music and play.

Keeping Your Classroom Calm, Cool, and Collected 
Lisa Chrapowicz, Executive Director of Operations, Edukids, Inc., West Seneca, NY			
This workshop will examine causes of childhood stress and we will discuss ways early childhood professionals can conquer stress in the childcare environment.

Promoting Early Language and Literacy Development				
Michelle Ciminelli, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Niagara University, Lewiston, NY
This interactive, hands-on workshop will focus on promoting the language and literacy development of preschoolers. Concepts of books, read alouds, concepts of print, emergent writing, literacy play centers, phonemic awareness, and listening and speaking will be addressed through various activities which demonstrate multiple researched-based practices.

Childhood Obesity-Moving Children to Better Health
Maryann Ciskal, Education Specialist, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Billie Jo Meehan,CACFP Associate, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Childhood obesity is at an all time high nationally as well as state wide. Come away with some new snack ideas and ways to help children and parents move more and eat healthier. Learn about the new national initiative, Let’s Move as well as other resources to help you and the parents get the children and yourselves up and moving more.

Help, the Guinea Pig is Dead!							
Anne Clements, Director/Owner, Annie’s Ark, Inc., Livonia, NY
Exploring death from a child’s point of view and understanding their conclusions. Personal experiences open for discussion with books and support offered.


Creating Action Stars: Practical Solutions for Supporting Physical Play in the Classroom			
Rose Coffield, Lead Teacher, Riverside Church Weekday School, NYC, NY
Michael Weiner, Child Psychotherapist/Early Childhood Education Consultant, NYC, NY
This workshop will focus on giving teachers a practical step by step process for structuring safe physical play. We will focus on giving teachers a practical step by step process for structuring safe physical play. We will focus on giving teachers a practical step by step process for structuring safe physical play. We will focus on ways to empower the children to have responsibility in and ownership of their physical play through the use of video and class discussion.

Using the Positive Behavior Approach to Create a Nurturing School Environment. 
June Cohler, Executive Director, Riverdale Presbyterian Church Nursery School, NYC, NY
This workshop’s goal is to facilitate positive dialogue between the children and educators in all situations and preempt negative responses by the teachers and staff. The objective is to apply positive responses when working with children with behavioral issues and all teacher-child interactions through modeling and verbalizing expected behavior and eliminating the negativity among the staff, administration and children. Although this may be perceived as challenging, it truly changes the environment within the school.

Gardening and Beyond: Hydroponics with Preschool
Nancy Collins, Director/Teacher, SUNY Cobleskill, NY
Hydroponics is a method of gardening with little or no soil. The plants thrive by attaching their roots to clay pebbles, and fed with water, nutrients, and light. There could be many benefits of adding a hydroponic gardening system to a preschool curriculum.

Relationships with Families
Christine Conboy, Senior Education Specialist, Professional Development Program, Albany, NY
Casey Becker, Senior Education Specialist, Professional Development Program, Albany, NY
During this hands on training participants will learn how to work with the families of children in their care. Through brainstorming sessions, group sharing activities and role playing situations participants will learn strategies for working together with families. Presenters will also share resources and tools for helping all families feel included in your program.

Communicating with Parents of Children with Challenging Behaviors
Dennis Conheady, Mental Health Consultant, Early Childhood Education Quality Council, Rochester, NY
 This session will provide some strategies to use with parents of children with challenging behaviors: What to do, what to ask, what to tell. We will look at family systems – each family member’s behavior affects other family members.

Make Your Circle Time Exciting: Using Props to Enhance Children’s Experience				
Kathleen Cummings, Assistant Professor, Early Childhood Education, Suffolk County Community College, riverhead, NY
Come and join a musical sensation! Flannel board, puppets, action songs, creative dramatics, and more to liven up your circle time! Be prepared to sing, dance, and enjoy!

Puppets, People and Learning
Mary Cummings, Lecturer, SUNY Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 
Workshop will cover strategies for helping teachers understand the uses of puppets beyond creative play.

Building Relationships With Families
Jennifer Curtis, Education/Disabilities Specialist, Action for a Better Community, Rochester, NY
There’s no question children’s first and most important teachers are their parents. Therefore, it’s crucial we form bonds and trust with those families to have the most comprehensive program. So, how do we do this? Together we’ll share ideas/strategies to get parents involved and invested!

Every Child, Every Day! Using Data Towards Intentional Early Childhood Instruction
Amanda Darling, Reading Teacher, Buffalo Public Schools, Buffalo, NY
Mindy Ziots-Gerikh, Director, Kidsabilities, Buffalo, NY
Data driven, small group instruction is a powerful tool in the early childhood setting to prepare children for a successful school experience. Join us in an interactive session that will explore differentiated instruction; taking a close look at some common classroom activities to see how they can be used to support the struggling learner, while at the same time, challenge the advanced learner.

Everything Old is New Again						
Mary Ellen D’Aurizio, Speech Teacher, Niagara Wheatfield CSD, Sanborn, NY
Traditional materials and activities including flannel boards, sewing cards, scissor stories and chalk tales will be demonstrated. Directions for teacher-made materials will be given. The value of these activities in the light of current brain research will be discussed.

Creating “YES’s” in our Early Childhood Classrooms
Mary Dennis, Pre-K Teacher, IC3, Ithaca, NY
Do “NO”, “STOP”, “DON’T” outnumber “YES” in your day? This workshop will provide participants with clear standards that apply to every situation and put the care back in childcare. The standards are fair, understandable and teach social justice, right and wrong while providing structure, not chaos.

Get Your “E-Z P.A.S.” to Quality: An Introduction to the Program Administrators Scale
Sheri Dushane, Center Education Coordinator, Capital District Child Care Council, Menands, NY
The Program Administrators Scale (PAS) was developed by Teri N. Talan and Paula Jorde Bloom to measure early childhood leadership and management practices. This introductory training is designed to assist individuals in understanding how to use the PAS for program evaluation and quality improvement. The goal of this training is for participants to become familiar with the structure of the PAS so they can use the tool for self-reflection on their current administration and business practices.

Babies are Brilliant. It’s True							
Kate Dust, Education Director/Early Childhood Instructor, Edukids, Inc.,/Buffalo State College, West Seneca, NY
Does it matter what kind of day a baby has in your classroom? Yes! Babies are sensory loaded body learners. This interactive, informative workshop will offer a look at how babies learn and ways that we can support this beginning brilliance! It’s true; babies are brilliant and they count on you.

Creating Personalized Care for Babies and Toddlers: Primary Care and Continuity
Evelyn Efinger, Infant/Toddler Coordinator, Early Care and Learning, Albany, NY
Participants will look at care through the eyes of the baby and their needs. We will define primary caregiving and continuity models and outline steps to take to begin changing the structure of infant care.

Transitioning Your Program from Child Centered to Family Centered – Exploring Comprehensive Services
Evelyn Efinger, Infant/Toddler Coordinator, Early Care and Learning, Albany, NY
Arlene Brouilette, Infant/Toddler Specialist, Mid York Child Care Council, Oriskany, NY
Participants will explore the benefits of working more closely with families and community services to provide comprehensive services for children and families.

Using the DECA: Supporting Social and Emotional Health in Young Children
Judy Ennes, Director of Special Projects, Center for Children’s Initiatives, NYC, NY
Hilarie Colon, Head Teacher, HELP Bronx Morris Day Care Center, NYC, NY
Research tells us that social and emotional health are strong predictors of both academic and life success. The DECA (Devereaux Early Childhood Assessment System) supports staff and parents in strengthening children’s develop in these areas. We will share our experience using the DECA with infants and toddlers.

Making Learning Visible
Elizabeth Felso, Student, SUNY Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Eliana Cruz, Student, SUNY Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Mira Tetkowski Berkley, Ph.D., Associate Professor & Department Chair, Curriculum & Instruction, College of Education, SUNY Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Play is a source of learning for children. Through careful environment planning and acute observation we can see how important play is to a child’s development.

Integrating the Arts to Enhance Character Development and Growth
Ken Ferree, Faculty, Empire State College (NFC), Cheektowaga, NY				
Mary-Ann Ferree, Teaching Artist, Self-Employed, Lockport, NY	
Attend this hands-on, three segment workshop and experience the integrative power of the arts when coupled with building student skills in character education, literacy, and multimedia in the classroom.

Understanding and Developing Your Personal Learning Network (PLN)
Ken Ferree, Faculty, Empire State College (NFC), Cheektowaga, NY				
Mary-Ann Ferree, Teaching Artist, Self-Employed, Lockport, NY
Join us as we demystify PLN’s in this workshop. See for yourself the power and wealth of information available with this tool which enables Twitter, Facebook, Google+, and more to deliver you with advice, ideas on the latest trends in teaching, lesson plans, and more resources than ever imagined!

Understanding and Working with Challenging Children
Fern Fisher, Director, EC Consultant, Jewish Board Family/Children’s Services, NYC, NY
Physical, impulsive, acting-up, over-active children require considerable time and ongoing attention. If we operate on the premise that behavior has a reason, we can explore and often understand and address disruptive behaviors.

Teaching Self-Regulation to Children								3 hour
Jeanine Fitzgerald, Certified Human Behavior Consultant, The Better Behavior Bureau, Hubbardston, MA
One of the most important tasks of growing up is learning the many ways to self-regulate. Without these functions, deregulation continues and has the potential to become a prominent feature in many diagnoses. Self-regulation refers to the ability to gain control over our physiology (eating, sleeping, toileting), manage powerful impulses (emotions, thoughts, moods), and maintain focus. We will identify the many ways the body learns to regulate itself.

The Impact of Developmental Trauma								3 hour 
Jeanine Fitzgerald, Certified Human Behavior Consultant, Better Behavior Bureau, Hubbardston, MA
Trauma is prevalent in our society and it walks through our doors every day. Until we create a framework for healing, “survival” behavior will continue to threaten safety and compromise development. That’s too great a price to pay! This session will engage participants in designing a developmental approach to healing the impact of these experiences.

Learn about QualityStars NY – New York’s Quality Rating and Improvement System
Ola Friday, Project Coordinator, NYC Early Childhood Professional Development Institute, NYC, NY
We will discuss the plan for engaging programs and providers this year and you’ll also have a chance to review the final standards and learn how you can prepare your own program for future participation.

Exploring Race, Culture and Bias Through the Eyes of a Child
Tracy Galuski, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Empire State College, Buffalo, NY
In this interactive session, participants will discuss how much children know and understand about differences. After discussing different forms of bias, participants will actively search for examples in children’s literature and print media. Participants should be prepared to test their comfort level as they consider their personal biases and address appropriate ways to handle them in their work with children and families.

Learning to Love: Supporting Attachment in Programs
Tracy Galuski, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Empire State College, Buffalo, NY
Participants in this training session will learn the foundations of attachment theory, starting from the beginning with John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth and moving towards current trends and research. We will discuss how attachment is formed in young children, how they learn to love, and how we can support attachment through policies and procedures that support children and families.


Stress, Special Events, and Young Children					
Melissa Gernon, Teacher, Diocese of Rochester, Rochester, NY
Helping young children manage their stress is an important part of being a classroom teacher. In this workshop, you will learn and share with other teachers practical classroom tips for helping young children manage stress that may occur during holiday times.

Service Learning & Early Childhood: Connecting With the Community
Cecile Gleason, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Teacher Education, College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY	
Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that connects the classroom with the community in meaningful ways. Through example and discussion, participants will gain an understanding of Service Learning projects can be designed to be developmentally appropriate for students in preschool, kindergarten, and first and second grade and can address Learning Standards.

Temperament										
Daseta Gray, Education Director, Kinder Stuff Daycare, NYC, NY                  
Participants will learn that treating every baby the same is treating them unfairly. Each baby is different and should be treated based on their temperament.

I See Red. I Feel Blue. What Can I Do? Helping Toddlers Manage BIG Emotions   
Gabriel Guyton, Special Ed Teacher, Bank Street Family Center, NYC, NY
Laura Martin, Mental Health & Disabilities Specialist, Mountain Area Child & Family Center, Asheville, NC
This presentation addresses emotional self-regulation in twos, both for typically developing children and children with developmental delays. Participants will receive a brief background discussion addressing key concepts relating to emotional development in twos, and then, through interactive discussion and case studies, will learn strategies for fostering and facilitating self-regulation in the typical two year old and the two year old with delays.

Applying What We’ve Learned: The Active Engagement of College Students in Child Care Programs
Lynnette Haley, Director, Niagara County Early Child Care Quality Improvement Project, United Way of Greater Niagara & Niagara University, Niagara Falls, NY
Eileen Rohan, Project Assistant, Graduate Student, Niagara University, Niagara, NY
Participants will have an opportunity to review the components of a successful partnership between Niagara University and local child care centers and will be given the tools to implement a program in college classrooms with teacher preparation and school psychology programs.

Making Math Come to Life Through Literacy
Debbie Hasson, Mentor/CDA Trainer, Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., Jamestown, NY 
Sue Marker, Mentor/CDA Trainer, Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., Jamestown, NY
Attendees will be able to take quality literature and make mathematical extensions with hands-on math activities in this presentation. Your students will be able to learn math cross-curriculum, engaging in various learning styles, AND having fun, while you are making learning more authentic.


Nutrition Trends, Children’s Health and the Role of Early Childhood Educators				
Leah Holbrook, Dietitian/Clinical Instructor of Family Medicine, Stony Brook University Medical Center, Stony Brook, NY
This program provides participants with an overview of how food and nutrition impacts infants and children and how to critically evaluate the food environment within their agency. Early childhood educators have a unique opportunity to impact the short and long-term health of developing children during this window of opportunity related to food introduction and quality. Resources include sample policy language, menus and breastfeeding-friendly materials.

The NYS Core Body of Knowledge: A Tool to Guide Practice and Professional Development
Jessica Howe, Project Coordinator, NYC Early Childhood Professional Development Institute, NYC
Learn about the newly revised “Core Body of Knowledge”, that outlines best practices for early childhood educators. Together we will consider ways to use the Core Body of Knowledge as a tool to reflect on our own professional competencies, to conduct performance appraisals, and to plan for professional development.

Diversity the Fun Way – Creating a Trilingual Classroom Through Sign Language (English/Spanish/Sign)
Lillian Hubler, President, Time to Sign, Inc., Indialantic, FL
Participants will learn how to teach and use sign language to enhance classroom management and create smooth transitions through the use of stories, play, songs, games, and mnemonics.

Once Upon a Time in Gotham City: Power Play in the Preschool Classroom				
Jennifer Irving, Head Teacher 4/5’s, Beginnings Nursery School, NYC, NY
Emily Kahn, Head Teacher 4’s, Beginnings Nursery School, NYC, NY
How the love of super heroes and princesses became a lesson in compassion and community. Learn how to support preschoolers’ interest in power play through storytelling, dramatic play, the arts, and technology.

Planning for Play Based Learning: Bridging the Gap Between Theory and the Real World
Ellen Jaffe, Adjunct Professor, CUNY/Hilltop Early Childhood Services, Rego Park, NY
Introduction to planning that incorporates DAP, Standards, Assessments, and child-centered curriculum while keeping play at the core of each day. Using new forms and a revolutionary method, learning is more effective, challenging behavior is reduced, and all have more fun!

Facilitating Studies in the Preschool Classroom					 
Kristen Johnson, Vice President, Customer Solutions, Teaching Strategies, Inc., Bethesda, MD		
Many teachers – new and experienced – are familiar with themes and use them in their classrooms. This session will take participants on a journey through several actual studies done in a classroom by examining documentation and photos as they learn how to move from themes to studies in the classroom.




Infant and Toddler Abuse and Mental Health Disorders				
Sandra Johnson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Empire State College, Cheetowaga, NY
This workshop will look at the epidemic of child abuse in our society. We will review the neurobiological impact of trauma on the developing brain as well as the mental health aspects of infant/toddler abuse. Infant/toddler traumatization can result in such mental health disorders as PTSD, Failure to Thrive, Depression/Disorders of Affect, Anxiety Disorders, symptoms of hyperactivity and dissociation along with developmental delays. Although non-verbal, trauma memories are present in the brain and can result in physical and mental consequences that last a life time.

Preschool Environments That Encourage Literacy Connections to Kindergarten				
Kathleen Kiblin, Education Specialist, Edukids, Inc., West Seneca, NY
This workshop is a detailed explanation of the preschool environment. It is comprised of details of setting up an environment as well as literacy based supplements to the classroom.

Creating Safety through Play: Young Children’s Communication about Life Experiences, from Typical to Stressful and Traumatic Events           					  
Tovah Klein, Director, Barnard College Center for Toddler Development, NYC, NY
Maria Evens, Research Coordinator, Barnard College Center for Toddler Development,  NYC, NY
This session will discuss how children use play to process emotions, separation, stressful situations, and fears. Videotapes and case vignettes of young children playing, including footage from a study of children who were 2-5 years old at the time of the World Trade Center attacks, will be used to demonstrate children’s ability to create safety for themselves through play.

Kindergartener’s Perceptions of School Activities: Work or Play?
Laura Klenk, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Buffalo State College, Buffalo, NY
Using photo-prompts of work and free time activities, I asked kindergarteners from 3 urban classrooms if the activities were work or play. Their responses show that young children are keenly aware of teacher expectations and their own motivation when distinguishing between work and play.

Hearing Nature’s Call – and Answering!									
Darla Kohler, Director, First Church Preschool, Old Greenwich, CT
Our plugged-in society is robbing children of authentic and essential experiences with nature and our natural world. Participants will explore ways to nurture children’s awareness and appreciation of nature.

Growing Optimism
Darla Kohler, Director, First Church Preschool, Old Greenwich, CT
Happiness is…a choice! Help children develop skills they can use to maintain maximum happiness and strategies for resilience that will serve them for a lifetime.

Best Practices for Quality Inclusive Education					
Donna Koller, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Early Childhood Education, Ryerson University, Toronto, Ontario,  Canada
This presentation offers an opportunity to review research and current best practices associated with quality inclusive education. Measuring the quality of inclusion is important and the perspectives of educators, parents and children need to be included in the discourse. Attendees will be able to apply methods of evaluating inclusion in their own settings.

Child Care Specific Disaster Planning
Deborah Kopack, Education Specialist, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
The National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies has developed a child care specific disaster planning guide. This training addresses issues covered in the guide and provides checklists specific to our field.

Engaging Children in Developmentally Appropriate Environments  
Karen Kopacz, Infant Toddler Project Supervisor, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Environments have a powerful effect on infants and toddlers. It can alter their behaviors, their activities, and their moods. Having a nurturing, responsive environment indicates a high quality program. Explore how to set up a developmentally appropriate environment that supports small groups, flexibility and cuts down on undesirable behaviors.

Incorporating Yoga into the Classroom			
Bari Koral, Music & Yoga Movement Specialist, Rockefeller University Child & Family Center & Brotherhood Synagogue Nursery School
Learn fun and popular children’s yoga poses to implement into your classroom! You will learn yoga techniques and tools to help children develop strength, balance, coordination, as well as skills to help them relax their body and mind.

Who’s Missing: Questions to Ask About Your Favorite Read Aloud
Joan Koster, Ph.D., Instructor, Broome Community College, Binghamton, NY             
Examine popular children’s books for bias and explore ways to use great children’s literature to address issues of race, gender, disability, and bullying with young children. Exemplary children’s literature will be shared.

EcoHealthy From Seed to Table
Sue Kowaleski, Coordinator, Southern Adirondack Child Care Network, Glens Falls, NY
We hear so much about going green and getting healthy, that it can feel overwhelming to attempt change. This workshop gives small, EcoHealthy steps to take with children; from planting seeds to enjoying tasty food while making less toxic choices throughout the process. We’ll see how the 13 EcoHealthy topics fit into science and nutrition curricula for preschoolers and beyond.

Working with Your Health Care Consultant to Improve Health, Safety, and Nutrition Practices
Emily Leone, RN, MSN Health Care Consultant, Child Care Council, Inc., Rochester, NY
Health Care Consultants (HCC) provide a vital service to early care and learning programs, but are sometimes underutilized due to many causes. This session will use lecture and small group activities to identify the scope of the HCC role and strategies to get the most out of your HCC to improve the quality of your health, safety, and nutrition practices.

Preventing Infections in Child Care Settings			
Emily Leone, RN, MSN Health Care Consultant, Child Care Council, Inc., Rochester, NY
You will hear an explanation of the rationale behind health policies that are effective at preventing the spread of infection and common child care policies that are NOT effective and which create a burden for parents, employers, and the health care system.

Developmentally Appropriate Literacy Strategies for Preschool    	
Carmelita Lomeo-Smrtic, Ph.D., Director of Education/Professor, Mohawk Valley Community College, Utica, NY
Learn how to make your read alouds for young children interesting, and teach important reading and literacy skills while you read to young children. In addition, learn effective strategies for young children, such as word walls, phonemic awareness strategies, etc.

My Pre-Schoolers Can Problem Solve
Lura Lunkenheimer, School Psychologist, Peaceful Schools, Syracuse, NY			
In this workshop you will learn age appropriate and practical strategies to help your pre-school children resolve conflict peacefully and positively.

Understanding Children’s Nature and Nurture: It’s Impact on your Classroom
Elizabeth Mahon, Teacher, Ithaca Community Childcare Center, Ithaca, NY
Monika Ginn, Teacher, Ithaca Community Childcare Center, Ithaca, NY
Through awareness, observation and intervention, we can assess and distinguish personality (nature) from environmental influences (nurture) and develop plans (use our nurturing) to help children have optimal school experiences, without changing the family structure. Come see examples and engage in discussion to explore how we can accomplish this.

Worming Your Way into Science…and Beyond					
Sandra Malcolm, Ph.D., Professor, SUNY Cobleskill, Cobleskill, NY
Chad Malcolm, Ed.D., PreK Instructor, Pittsburgh Public Schools, PA					
Participants will explore and experience how wiggly, squiggly worms capture and motivate young children’s curiosity and learning, while at the same time addressing math and science standards. Documentation of the scientific processes utilized by budding scientists, as well as assessment strategies will be shared that will provide accountability for the experiences.

How Big is Your Footprint? Environmental Education for Young Learners		
Jill Marshall, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Education, SUNY-Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Help students understand the human ecological footprint, while building knowledge and skills in science, social studies, math, and language arts. Engage in innovative, hands-on activities including role-playing simulations and problem-solving challenges.

Social-Emotional Development of Children: What is Going On in NY State?
Mary McHugh, Director, Bureau of Community Systems, NYS Office of Mental Health, Albany, NY
This workshop provides a networking opportunity for professionals in early care and education leadership roles to explore what services and programs exist throughout the state to support young children’s social-emotional development. Using a tool produced by the National Center for Children in Poverty, the presenters will describe current efforts at the state and local level and explore with participants how to use existing resources, no matter where they are in the state, to maximize the potential for meeting the needs for social-emotional-support for children in their own communities.

“I’ll Be The Mommy.” Building Literacy-Rich Play Centers
Wendy McLeish, Lecturer, Buffalo State College, Buffalo, NY						
Literacy play centers are an excellent way for children to develop, practice and enhance emergent literacy skills. This interactive workshop presents practical ideas for literacy materials, props and assessment tools to develop successful literacy play centers while simultaneously addressing content across many subject areas.

Play The Natural Way: Organic, Recycled, Natural
Jeanne McNiff, Preschool Teacher, Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center, Owner, Natural & Recycled Play Store: Polliwag & Flutterbys
Come explore the benefits of nature based play and using natural, organic and recycled materials with young children. Engage in discussions about the challenges of outdoor play and participate in hands-on activities with natural materials.

Let the Children Play!
Wendy Mendola, Executive Director, The Tot Spot Child Care Center, Ontario, NY
Become the grand facilitator of play in your classroom! Discover how to use observation to guide and encourage children to engage in high level purposeful play and learn methods to sustain and extend that play.

Children’s Program Administrator Credential: You Can Do It!
Lynda Merchant, Director, Mamaroneck Community Nursery School, Mamaroneck, NY
This workshop will walk you through the Children’s Program Administrator Credential (CPAC) and answer any questions you may have. We will do an exercise designed to help you complete one of the assigned topics.

Project Approach in Public Schools
Merril Miceli, Teacher, NYC Department of Education, NYC, NY						
Charlene Cruse, Teacher, NYC Department of Education, NYC, NY	
Our objective is to share our work incorporating project based learning into pre-k and first grade public school educations. Our techniques are based upon the project approach and Reggio Emilia approach.

Successful Transitions: Changing From Moment to Moment Without Stress
Lanetta Michaux, President/Education Consultant, Effective Communications/Teach for Success, Inc., Bronx, NY
René Michaux, Program Director, Effective Communications/Teach for Success, Inc. Bronx, NY
Learn new techniques will help aid in the transitional stage. Teaching techniques show that music is a major mode for successful transitions in the classroom and throughout our lives. 

Things You Need to Know About Human Resources				
Robert Miller, Jr., Human Resource Consultant, RW Miller Jr. & Assoc., Buffalo, NY
Employees can be your greatest asset or your biggest liability. The objective of this presentation is to provide you with tools and details to sort through the rapidly changing laws.

First Step Towards College & Career Readiness: Practical Applications of the Common core in Pre-k
Sophia Pappas, Executive Director, NYC Department of Education, NYC Department of Education, NYC, NY
This session will give concrete examples of how NYC is integrating the Common Core standards into pre-k curriculum, assessment, and instruction in ways that meet the developmental needs of young learners and set them up for future success. Strategies will focus on embedding the Common Core in thematic units covering all domains and scaffolding instruction using authentic assessments.

A Look at Exciting Changes Proposed for New York State Child Care Regulations  		
Janice Molnar, Ph.D., Deputy Commissioner, OCFS Division of Child Care Services, NYS Office of Children and Family Services, Rensselaer, NY
Kathleen Pickel, Children & Family Service worker, OCFS, DCCS, Rensselaer, NY
This session will focus on the more noteworthy and exciting changes made to the NYS child day care regulations. Topics will include: medication administration changes, obesity prevention, continuity of care allowances, summer safety requirements, changes in day care center staff qualifications, additions to the nine topics of training, supervision and safety, discipline and physical restraint.

Addressing challenging behaviors in the Early Childhood Classroom
Liege Motta, Senior Learning Specialist, NYC Early Childhood PDI-CUNY, NYC, NY
Dana Benzo, Project Coordinator, Birth-8 Professional Development Project, NYC Early Childhood PDI-CUNY, NYC, NY
Challenging behaviors are often one of the hardest issues for an EC teacher to manage. We will explore the nature of the difficulties, the role played by a teacher’s view of the child and by environmental characteristics, implications for practice, and the emotional engagement teachers and children display in situations of conflict to clarify ways to prevent/resolve these difficulties.

Tuning into the Auditory Environment: Strategies to Promote a Peaceful Climate for Early Care and Education
Carol Garboden Murray, Director of Child Care, Dutchess Community College, Poughkeepsie, NY
Let’s tune into the auditory environment with a special focus on children who have auditory sensitivities and defenses. In this presentation, you’ll learn non-verbal teaching strategies that promote a peaceful auditory climate for the care and education of young children.

Teaching Digital Natives: Using Technology in the Early Childhood Classroom				
Odette Muskin, Nursery-Kindergarten Division Head, The Town School, NYC, NY
Yuko Abe, Head PreK Teacher, The Town School, NYC, NY
This workshop will introduce educators to the tools of technology, (i.e., i-Pads and Smart boards), helping them understand how these tools can be used to assess and support children’s development in the classroom setting without sacrificing play, creativity and critical thinking.

Easing Your Staff into Professional Development Planning	                   	
Mary Louise Musler, Director, Early Educators’ Network of Greater Rochester, Rochester Childfirst Network, Rochester, NY
Diana Webb, Coordinator, Family Child Care Satellites of greater Rochester, Rochester Childfirst Network, Rochester, NY
Imagine taking the stress away from professional development planning. Picture yourself with multiple effective techniques at your fingertips: focused assessments, interactive exercises, friendly forms, and useful templates that help you help your staff to create individual plans for their professional development.

Ten Ways to Prepare Preschoolers for Kindergarten Success
Laurie Nass, Occupational Therapist R/L, Handwriting Without Tears, Cabin John, MD			
Focusing on a child’s need to play, this interactive session provides ten creative strategies to foster early academic success in the core learning areas of readiness and writing, language and literacy, and numbers and math. Educators will learn how to provide effective experiences in a joyful environment for children with diverse abilities and learning styles by using familiar classroom materials.

Beyond Megan’s Law: How to Protect Children from Sexual Predators		
Gayle Nixon, Education Supervisor, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Megan’s Law is often misunderstood with regard to protecting children which can lead to a false sense of security or unnecessary anxiety. This workshop will explore the “grooming” process used by sexual predators and what we can do to protect our children.

Building a Better Community Song by Song
Vincent Nunes, Music Educator, Lighthouse Records, Fairport, NY
Shared community values are learned in early childhood, and music is invaluable for helping children to learn and retain them. Attendees will hear Vincent’s award winning, interactive songs and gain the confidence to choose good children’s music to create a learning community based on such values as cultural diversity and harmony with the environment.

Advocacy 101: Grassroots Advocating for Young Children
Jenn O’Connor, Senior Policy Associate, Schuyler Center for Analysis & Advocacy, Albany, NY
This session will examine the connection between policy and advocacy – and will explain why grassroots advocacy is so important. We will walk you through how to advocate with parents, providers, policymakers and the media. By the time you leave the session you will be comfortable sharing the early childhood education message with others.



Songs, Games and Rhymes for the Multicultural Classroom
José-Luis Orozco, Bilingual Educator, Author, Artist, Arcoiris Records, Inc., Los Angeles, CA
Using music, songs and games in a multi-cultural environment, promotes self-esteem, diversity and mutual understanding. Interactive demonstration shows how music and song are used to promote every important aspect of a child’s development, including language acquisition, listening and cognitive skills, as well as motor and coordination skills.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Creative Literacy Based and Critical Thinking Activities
Lynn Panagakos, Adjunct Associate Professor, Dowling College, Oakdale, NY
Participants will observe specific strategies and skills to teach children to use critical thinking skills and to think autonomously. Meaningful and relevant literacy based activities will be presented and demonstrated.

Literacy/Sensory Theme Boxes							
Linda Parker, Lead Toddler Teacher, Early Head Start Program, Syracuse, NY 
Christina Kerlin, Lead Infant Teacher, Early Head Start Program, Syracuse, NY 
Literacy/Sensory theme boxes created to enhance development through age appropriate activities for toddler age children. Hands on activities are centered on a children’s book, finger play or song and each box contains several sensory/literacy activities to be done throughout the week.

NYS Prekindergarten Standards & the Head Start Framework
Patricia Persell, Assistant Director, NYS Head Start Collaboration, Council on Children & Families, Rensselaer, NY
The NYS Prek common core standards,  the Head Start child development and Early Learning framework, and the NYS Early Learning Guidelines can work together to best meet all children’s needs.

Stop the Fighting & Biting
Lisa Poelle, Independent ECE Staff Developer/CDA Instructor, NYC Early Childhood PDI-CUNY, NYC, NY
Have you struggled with toddlers, twos, or threes who hurt others in serious ways such as biting? Demystify the situation by thinking like a guidance consultant: identify the seven key reasons for chronic hurtful behavior and apply successful solutions to any situation. Case studies will demonstrate this method and participants will have a chance to work on specific problem cases of their own.  

NYSAEYC Infant-Toddler Credential
Barbara Pollock, Professor, Empire State College, Rochester, NY
In this presentation the participant will learn about the NYS Infant Toddler Credential. Information on what this credential is and how it differs from other credentials will be presented. The participants will learn about the process of obtaining this credential and the content of the course work will be explained.

Really Terrific Instruction (RTI) in Early Childhood						
Stacie Ricioppo, Education Coordinator, Early Childhood Direction Center, Buffalo, NY
This workshop will provide an introductory overview of Recognition and Response; a systematic approach to teaching struggling learners in Early Childhood. This practice is based on Response to Intervention for school age learners.

The Benefits of the New Child Care Time and Attendance System (CCTA) & OCFS’ Multi-Pronged Approach to Improving Program Integrity in Child Care
Renee Rider, Assistant Commissioner, NYSOCFS Division of Child Care Services, Rensselaer, NY
Rhonda Duffney, Acting Director of Child Care Subsidy Program, NYSOCFS Division of Child Care Services, Rensselaer, NY
CCTA allows child care providers to electronically record attendance and submit their bills to the local social service districts for authorization of payment. This allows child care providers to be paid quicker; in some cases reduces the time a provider is paid from 4 weeks to 3 days. Discussion will include CCTA’s purpose, benefits, and how child care programs can successfully incorporate this automated system into their ever day business practices.  In addition, information will be presented how the OCFS is “making every dollar count” through its Multi-Pronged Approach to Improving Program Integrity in Child Care.  

Children’s Literature: It’s Toddler Time! Eighteen Months to Three Years
Tonya Rivera, Infant/Toddler Specialist, Family Enrichment Network, Johnson City, NY
Sue DeCarlo, Infant/Toddler Specialist, Child Care Solutions, Syracuse, NY
What’s a picture book, and is it story time yet?  For the most part, they are illustrated stories, but this is not necessarily true of all picture books. A picture book doesn’t necessarily have to have a plot, or even words. Join us for ideas for using wordless books and how to bring the story to life.

Autism in Your Early Childhood Program							
Eden Rodas, Special Education, Evaluator and Coordinator of Professional Development, Liberty Resources POST Program, Rochester, NY
Heather Pereira, Psychologist & Autism Team Leader, Liberty Resources POST Program, Rochester, NY
Information will be provided to assist participants in increasing their understanding and confidence when working with young children with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Content will include basics of background information supporting the diagnosis of ASD.  Powerpoint presentation with actual photos/video/case stories/visual supports to provide “real life” experiences.

Reading Aloud, Definitely Allowed – Enhancing Meaningful Conversations with Read Alouds		
Ernesto Rodriguez, National Early Childhood Consultant, Scholastic, Inc., Austin, TX
The traditional approach of reading to children can be strengthened with follow-up activities and experiences. With dialogic reading, adults and children create a conversation that is critical to building language and emergent literacy skills. This presentation will reinforce the concept that how we read to children is as important as to how frequently we read to them.

The ABC’s of Alphabet Knowledge
Julia Rosic, Literacy Coach, Read to Succeed Buffalo, Buffalo, NY
Recognizing the alphabet is one of the most accurate predictors of early reading success, but how to teach it can vary across curricula. This workshop will discuss the developmental progression of alphabet knowledge and instructional techniques to support this skill.

Establishing and Supporting a Mentoring Relationship				
Kathy Russell, Instructor, Department of Inclusive Education, Nazareth College, Rochester, NY
Deana Darling, Instructor, Department of Inclusive Education, Nazareth College, Rochester, NY
Participants will learn about and analyze a variety of approaches to mentoring. We will focus on teachers and administrators mentoring college participation students, student teachers, as well as first year teachers employed by their school/agency. Participants will examine the benefits and challenges of developing and supporting these collegial relationships in educational and early care settings.

How to Make an Effective Presentation to Committees on Special Education (CSE) or Committees on Pre-school Special Education (CPSE)							
Kathy Russell, Monroe County Representative, Committees on Pre-School Special Education, Monroe County Department of Health; Instructor, Department of Inclusive Childhood Education , Nazareth College, Rochester, NY
Participants will explore the need and process of referrals to Committees on Pre-School Special Education (ages 3 to 5) and Committees on Special Education (K-2nd Grade). Find out why teachers and child care providers present essential functional information about the strengths and needs of the child being reviewed. Strategies for teachers and providers to present relevant information in a concise and meaningful way will be shared.

Super Hero Play												
Michael Ruzza, Site Supervisor, Schenectady Community Action Program Head Start, Schenectady, NY
We will discuss how the line between fantasy and reality is momentarily blurred when preschoolers engage in  “Super Hero” play. Learn to help young children distinguish between powerful behavior that hurts individuals and actions that benefit others, as well as, how to teach children to be super heroes solving problems without violence.

Understanding Challenging Behavior and Setting Appropriate Limits				3 hour
Elizabeth Ryder, Education Specialist/Provider Support, Steuben Child Care Project, Bath, NY
Participants will understand that challenging behaviors have meaning and frequently can be the result of our own lack of firm consistent limits and consequences. Group discussions and scenarios of challenging behaviors will spark recognition of how strategies may be working or may be inappropriate.

Coaching Peers Using Classroom Observations				
Dawn Samuel, Peer Review/Professional Learning Communities Coach, Center of Educational Innovation-Public Education Association, NYC & Buffalo, NY
The process of peer coaching using classroom observation will be the focus. This workshop will provide research behind coaching, practice non-judgmental documentation using examples and a model of the coaching process.

Leadership Strategies for the New Director
Janice Samuel-Powell, Executive Director, Vincente K Tibbs CDC, Englewood, NJ
This workshop is for the new leader. Participants will learn effective strategies and techniques that will guide them in their new leadership role. Ideal for new directors, program coordinators, education directors, etc.

Integration by Design: Classroom Environments that Support Children with Special Needs
Jennifer Sarner, Special Educator, John A. Coleman School, White Plains, NY
This workshop will demonstrate how teachers can apply the principles of environmental planning and assessment to effectively meet the needs of diverse learners.

The Three “P’s” of Family Child Communication
Arlene Schmidt, Family Child Care Educator, Capital District Child Care Council, Menands, NY
“Parent, Provider, and Participation” are key ingredients for successful communication with the families in your program. Interactive activities to reinforce tools for parent communication, listening habits, cultural competency, and trust will be presented. Come ready to share with other Family Child Care providers about parent communication that has been successful in your business practices.

Literacy Across the Curriculum							
Kimberly Schuler, Literacy Coach, Read to Succeed Buffalo, Buffalo, NY
Connecting literacy learning to other content areas reinforces learning in all areas. Children are more motivated to learn when they are presented with materials that are connected to other topics they are learning.

Science Non-Stop
Karen Scott, Education Specialist School Age, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
Establishing science is simple! What projects did you do while growing up? You’ll go back to your programs with lots of ideas that are not teacher-directed but most certainly Developmentally Appropriate Practice!

Adverse Childhood Experiences
Torie Seeger, Principle Education Specialist, SUNY Research Foundation, Professional Development Program, Albany, NY
Research review and findings on the impacts these experiences have on adult health, behaviors and longevity. Find out what we can do to help break this cycle for children and adults; to improve the quality of life for everyone.

A Few of My Favorite Things							
Jessica Sexton, UPK Teacher/Assistant Director, Annie’s Ark, Inc., Livonia, NY
I will share some of my favorite themes, projects and activities from my UPK classroom that integrate language arts, math, science, social studies, and learning standards. A great opportunity to network and share ideas, too!

Protective Urges – Enhancing Parent/Provider Communication
Rose Shufelt, Infant Toddler Specialist, Child Care Council, Inc., Rochester, NY  
Andrea McKenna, Education Specialist, Child Care Council, Inc., Rochester, NY
Parents and Caregivers look at infant care from two very different perspectives. A parent’s feelings about leaving their baby in infant care are magnified by their concern for their child’s wellbeing. A caregiver also has strong feelings about the wellbeing of the children in their care. This workshop will focus on the need for parents and caregivers to work together to form a rich partnership that will enhance babies care.

From Boomers to Generation Y: Training That Meets the Needs of All
Debbie Silver, Director, Professional Development, Child Care Resources of Rockland, Spring Valley, NY
As trainers/instructors, we are encountering a range of generations sitting in our presentations. This workshop will begin to translate generational differences in to strategies, techniques and tips for designing and delivering training to a mixed audience.

Encouraging Young Children’s Love for Gardening: From Seed to Snack Time
Patty Sinclair, Center Director, Bright Horizons Family Solutions at the Cornell Child Care Center, Ithaca, NY
Marilyn Crone, Regional Manager, Bright Horizons Family Solutions, Watertown, MA
The objective of the session is to inspire early childhood educators to instill a passion for gardening with young children. Participants will learn about the recent partnership between Bright Horizons and the USDA to create two People’s Gardens at the Cornell Child Care Center. Participants will also learn about the value and enrichment that a center garden can add to the educational program for children and families in a child care setting.

How Do I Know My Family Child Care is “Good”? Using Environmental Rating Scales for Continued Improvement									
Karrie Smith, Owner, Home Grown Peanuts, North Tonawanda, NY
Mary Ellen Bardsley, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Niagara University, Lewiston, NY
Meeting the developmental needs of all children enrolled in a family care program is a challenge. The presenters will share their experience using an environmental rating scale as a continued improvement tool. Rating scales will be shared and participants will brainstorm ways to use the scales.

PITC: Brain Development in Infants and Toddlers						
Patti Sofranko, Professional Development Coordinator, Child Care Solutions, Syracuse, NY
We will take a close look at the effects of the environment, identify early risk factors, the effect of culture and explore different levels of stress. We will then identify effective program elements.

Successful Preschool Experiences for Children with Special Needs			
Karen Spawton, Administrative Specialist, CPSE Chair, Rochester CSD, Rochester, NY
Sheila Murphy, Special Education Teacher, RCSD, Rochester, NY
Learn strategies and information that will support knowledge of the process and successful use of the IEP in the classrooms and centers/schools.  We will discuss the process and demonstrate how family, CPSE and school staff can work collaboratively to provide successful preschool experiences for children with special needs.
BLOCKS: Large and Small – We Love Them All!
Elizabeth Starks, Executive Director, Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center, Mayville, NY
Children delight in the many experiences they have using blocks. Join us to explore the opportunities children have to grow and learn how to enhance learning experiences in all areas.



Dancing Their Own Beat; From Theme-Based to Emergent Curriculum for Toddlers
Cathy Stenfeldt, Provider Services Specialist, Community Action Planning Council of Jefferson County, Inc., Jefferson-Lewis Childcare Project, Watertown, NY
Angie VanWormer Provider Services Coordinator, Community Action Planning Council of Jefferson County, Inc., Jefferson-Lewis Childcare Project, Watertown, NY
This course will cover methods of observing infants and toddlers and how to use those observations to create developmentally appropriate classroom plans. Participants will practice observations and create a unique weekly plan for a classroom of toddlers.

Don’t Think It…Say It!
Kim Stewart, Director, EduKids, Inc., West Seneca, NY
This workshop will focus on classroom communication among co-workers. We will discuss listening styles and communication styles. Using games and group discussions, participants will be able to identify four ways to improve their classroom communication.

Project Learning Tree: Environmental Experience for Early Childhood				3 hour
Kristy Sullivan, Facilitator PLT, Department of Environmental Conservation, Carthage, NY
Mary Ann Haigh, Director, Hand In Hand Early Childhood Center, Lowville, NY
All participants (50 max) will receive this curriculum developed by the American forest Foundation for children ages 3-6. Hands-on activities integrate nature, art, music, math, literature and more. 

The Effects of Stress on Young Children – How We Can Help		
Linda Sullivan, Inclusion Associate, Monroe Boces #1/Regional Early Childhood Direction Center, Rochester, NY
This program will present the latest research findings on stress in young children indicating an alarming rise in the numbers of children birth to 5 who are experiencing stress related conditions such as depression, anxiety and conduct disorders. The presentation will include discussion, participants will learn how to identify the red flags that may indicate that a child is experiencing chronic stress, and learn how to effectively support these children.

Baby Initiated Curriculum					
Wendy Sullivan, Regional Infant /Toddler Coordinator, Capital District Child Care Council, Menands, NY
Sarah Gould, Regional Infant /Toddler Coordinator, Capital District Child Care Council, Menands, NY
Passive toys make active children. This RIE (Resources for Infant Educators) based training will dive into hands on materials that encourage inner-directed play for infants and toddlers. Participants will evaluate the effects of freedom of movement in a safe and secure environment.

“I Wanna Hold Your Hand”: The Language of Consent in a Preschool Classroom                    
Rachel Tenney, Head Teacher 2s/3s, Brooklyn Heights Synagogue Preschool, NYC, NY   
By introducing a language of consensual touch, such as a child asking to hold another’s hand or declining a hug, toddler/preschool teachers can create a safer, calmer classroom. Participants will learn about actual classroom application, how to explain the language to children and parents and try it out in small groups.


What Child Care Providers Need to Know about Early Intervention
Mickelsie Thomas, Special Education Teacher, Independent Trainer, NYC, NY
This workshop will introduce the child day care provider to the Early Intervention program and inform them about their role in the intervention process. Emphasis will be placed on what they need to know in identifying suspected delays in development, documenting their observations and communicating their concerns to the family.
 
Documentation: Using Portfolios to Document Children’s Work
Mary Ellen Towne, Director, Teacher, Lecturer, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY		
Using portfolios in early childhood classrooms serve as a tool for assessment and documentation. Tools and methods used to create portfolios will be presented and explored.

Math All Around!
Tina Rose-Turriglio, Cender Educator, Capital District Chld Care Council, Menands, NY
Opportunities for preschoolers to enhance their natural interest and skills in math are embedded into daily classroom routines. In this workshop participants will explore the importance of fostering math concepts through hands on activities that integrate the NYS Pre-Kindergarten Learning Standards.

Addressing Childhood Adversity
Lorelei Vargas, Vice President, Strategic Initiatives, ANDRUS, Yonkers, NY
This presentation will focus on the impact of chronic trauma and adversity on the social, emotional and physical development of children. Participants will 1) understand the effects of adversity and trauma; and 2) learn how they can develop trauma informed environments.

Influencing Parental Infant Sleep Choices – Keeping Babies Safer				
Jan Walkden, Regional Coordinator, WNY Center for SID/IM/Joan Male Family Support Center, Buffalo, NY
Although SIDS rates have dropped 50%, infant mortality rates remain constant. As infant deaths are being intensely reviewed elements of unsafe sleep practices are being discovered. How can child care providers impact parental choices to help keep babies safer while sleeping using the Safe Sleep Continuum Model?

Administrative Authority: An AA Meeting					
Nancy Ware, President, Edukids, Inc., West Seneca, NY                   
Kate Dust, Education Director, Edukids, Inc., West Seneca, NY
An administrator in a childcare center or school setting is an authority figure. Using respectful, supportive language, knowledgeable references and models of ethical integrity creates authority to use as a measure of best practices and professionalism.

You Can Be An NAFCC Accredited Provider					
Diana Webb, Satellite Coordinator, Rochester Childfirst Network-Family Child Care Satellites of Greater Rochester, Rochester, NY
NAFCC Accreditation is an indicator to parents that your family child care home offers safe, inviting spaces and warm nurturing care complete with educational activities designed to meet the interests of all children while promoting individual development. Come and learn how you too can become a Nationally Accredited family child care site.

Knowing and Using Words: From Storybooks to Real Life Applications
Natalie Weber, Reading First Coordinator, SUNY Fredonia, Fredonia, NY
Learn interactive techniques to introduce new words with storybooks to help reduce the vocabulary gap as well as assist English Language Learners. Role-play, small groups, collaboration, and application to classroom practice will be used in this workshop so participants can discover ways to integrate new words into child initiated investigations to increase student exploration by “putting the words into action”.

A Data Driven Pathway to School Readiness
Kathy Webster, Director, Early Education & Family Services, Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., Dunkirk, NY
Tammy Racino, Curriculum and Staff Development Coordinator, Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., Dunkirk, NY
Learn how a Head Start National Center of Excellence program fosters school readiness through evidence based practices, aligned curricular, parent involvement and professional development as a foundation to quality and intentional teaching practices. Participants will receive an action plan template to utilize throughout the session, resulting in framework that identifies where they are and potential next steps in improving children’s school readiness.

Illustrators Study: A Preschool Arts and Literacy Project
Gail Wentworth, Professor/Chair of Early Childhood, SUNY Cobleskill, Cobleskill, NY		
Power-point presentation of an inquire-based project at the International School of Geneva, Switzerland. Participants will learn: a method of facilitating a long-term, creative project with young children in a  linguistically and culturally diverse setting; how to design curriculum/assessment around illustrations in children’s literature; a method for creating an art gallery with children for their families.

The NYS Early Learning Trainer Credential
Level: 2, 3; CBK: 6; OCFS: 3; DCC: 12; AM: All
Michelle Wilson, Education Specialist, Child Care Resource Network, Buffalo, NY
The Trainer Credential is designed to help recruit trainers with the desire to improve and assure the quality of training Early Learning providers receive. Learn more about the credential program that validates your experience and education and allows you to market yourself as a credentialed trainer.

Using Technology to Support the Learning and Development of Young Children  
Deborah Wolfe, Universal Prekindergarten Associate, Middle Country Central School District, Centereach, NY
Jennifer Carrick & Laura Williams, Universal Pre-kindergarten Teachers, Middle Country CSD, Centereach, NY
Using NAEYC’s 2011 position statement on “Technology in Early Childhood Programs”, presenters will discuss, share, and demonstrate the use of technology to enhance and extend early childhood practice. Participants will be guided through specific examples of the effective use of technology to promote cooperative play, sensory motor practice, problem-solving, and parent/family communication and engagement. Video clips of classroom instruction using technology will be highlighted.

Elizabeth Yanoff, Assistant Professor, Teacher Education, College of Saint Rose, Albany, NY
Build on young children’s curiosity for the world and meeting the new standards (common core state standards) by including more nonfiction, informational books in your classroom. In this hands on literacy presentation, attendees will explore great books for the primary grades and learn practical strategies for teaching with informational books.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday Off-Site Tour – Spice Up Classroom Science!
Take a guided tour of the Buffalo Museum of Science through the eyes of a child. Take in all the Wonders of Space, Egypt, Invertebrates and Dinosaurs. Explore the new Early Childhood Gallery EXPLORATIONS www.sciencebuff.org/exhibits/explorations-gallery complete with an eighteen foot water table and eight other interactive, science based discovery stations. Join us as we investigate Inquiry Based activities and learn how Play leads to Inquiry and Experimentation.
Bus will depart the Hyatt 30 minutes after the last session on Saturday and will return by 7:00 pm.
See registration form – a la carte section / First come, first served, space is limited. 
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