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Caroline Zinsser
Caroline Zinsser, Ph.D., is a Midwesterner at heart even though she has lived in New York City for most of her adult life.  She came from farming families in Ohio and Iowa, where her mother taught in a one-room schoolhouse.  Throughout her career she has tried to uphold the values of her ancestors, who made the most of their resources by hard work and common sense.  

Caroline has taught children in public elementary schools, directed schools for young children, written many articles on children and families for national magazines, fought for increased salaries for early childhood staff, supported the public education of four-year-olds, advocated for child care legislation in Albany and Washington, and funneled foundation money toward early childhood professional development. 

Caroline has held several positions, both paid and volunteer.  She was the Director of the Bank Street School for Children, member of the Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children, Commissioner of National Head Start Fellowships, Advisor to the Permanent Interagency Committee on Early Childhood Programs in New York State, Program Office at the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Co-Founder and Chair of the Early Childhood Funders Collaborative, and has served as reporter, editor, teacher, and professor in the field of early childhood. 

She is well known in the field for her research and writing of publications such as  Day Care’s Unfair Burden: How Low Wages Subsidize a Public Service, Raised in East Urban: Child Care Changes in a Working Class Community and numerous other articles and books.
Caroline lives in Manhattan with her husband William. They have two children and four public school grandchildren.

