
NYS AEYC Higher Education Committee  
  

Purpose:  The Higher Education Committee works cooperatively with others in 
improving early childhood professional preparation and supporting higher education 
faculty and the students they serve. It reaches out to higher education organizations to 
advocate for and promote appropriate early childhood professional preparation.  
  
POSITION PAPER  - NYS Teacher Certification  
Early Childhood Certification (Birth-Grade 2)  
  
Chair of the Higher Education Committee:  
  
Emilie Kudela, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor and Early Childhood Coordinator  
SUNY Cortland  
kudelae@cortland.edu 
 
Co-Chair of Higher Education Committee: 
 
Carm Lomeo-Smrtic 
Associate Professor, Psychology and Human Services & Education 
Mohawk Valley Community College 
Clomeo-smrtic@mvcc.edu 
  
Members of the Higher Education Committee:  
  
Marion Barnett, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor – Early Childhood  
Buffalo State College  
barnettmf@buffalostate.edu 
  
Mira Berkley, Ph.D.  
Coordinator Early Childhood Education  
SUNY Fredonia  
berkleym@fredonia.edu 
  
Grace Ibanez Friedman, Ed.D.  
Assistant Professor  
St. John’s University  
ibanfried@aol.com 
  
Sonja de Groot Kim, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor   
Kean University  
sonjadegrootkim@yahoo.com 
  



Carmelita Lomeo-Smrtic, Ph.D.  
Education Coordinator and Associate Professor  
Mohawk Valley Community College  
clomeo-smrtic@mvcc.edu 
  
Carol Rasowsky, M.A.  
Assistant Professor  
College of St. Rose  
rasowskc@mail.strose.edu 
  
Rebecca Reid, MAT  
Professor  
SUNY Cobleskill  
reidr@cobleskill.edu
 


